[Measurement of leukocyte accumulation in the capillaries in the lesser circulation of the rat: extraction of cells and characterization of enrichment in monocytes].
We have performed a qualitative and quantitative study of leucocytes in lung alveolar capillaries. This population is not an artefact induced by experimental procedure because the same population is observed after instant cardiac arrest. About 30% of these leucocytes can be extracted by perfusion, the extracted population being representative of the whole one present in capillaries. The experimental procedure used allow to collect 100.10(6) leucocytes per animal 15.10(6) of which are monocytes easily obtained as a purified population. From these results lung capillaries contain at least as many leucocytes as the whole circulating blood and 5 times more monocytes.